


PREVIOUSLY IN 


A MYSTERIOUS CREATURE 
FROM OUTSIDE TIME AND 
SPACE MANIFESTS ON EARTH. 


We 


(T GIVES 
BIRTH TO 
ITSELF. 





A BRUJO SORCEROR IS WITNESS 

TO THE CREATURE AND VOWS TO 

MAKE ITS OTHERWORLDY POWER 
HIS OWN. 


THE AMERICAN 
MILITARY TAKES 
CONTROL AND 
ASKS THE 
WORLD'S 
GREATEST 
DETECTIVE TO 
DIVINE WHAT 
THE ERE ATURE 
1s. 


Ly A 

(T BECOMES 
THE LAST 

MYSTERY HE 


EVER 
SOLVES. 





















THE INFANT (S 
FOUND BY A KINDLY 


CONTROL ITS 
VIOLENT 
RAGES. 





A MOVIE 
STUNTMAN 
1S SAVED 
BY THE 

CREATURE 
BUT t 
SUFFERS A || 
GRUESOME } 
INJURY. 





HIS DREAM 
OF A FILM 
CAREER 


BECOMES A 
COMIC BOOK 
PUBLISHER. 





IN 1937, TWO 
KIDS FROM 
SLUMBURG 

COME UP WITH 
A COMIC BOOK 
SUPERHERO 
CALLED 
TRUE-MAN. 




















THEY SELL 
ALL RIGHTS 
TO THE 
EX-MOVIE 
STUNTMAN 


FOR 
PEANUTS. 


PREVIOUSLY IN “YiGurssSiay 


AN ACCIDENT 


THE MILITARY SUCCEEDS IN 
EXPOSES THE 


TURNING THE CREATURE INTO A 
FEARSOME WEAPON. CREATURE TOA 


COPY OF 
TRUE-MAN 
COMICS. 


LEADING ITS 
UNIQUE 
CELLULAR 
MECHANISMS 1) 
TO MIMIC THE 
CHARACTERS 
LOOK AND 
MANNER. 





WHEN THE MILITARY DECIDES 

TO DESTROY THE CREATURE, 

THE BRUJO IS READY WITH A 
MAGIC HOMUNCULUS. 





USING UNSPEAKABLE 
METHODS THE BRUJO 
SEEKS TO STEAL THE 
LIFE FORCE OF THE 
CREATURE. 


HIS EMPTY 
VESSEL IS 
DESIGNED TO 


SOME INVOLVE ARTIFACTS > OTHER- 
FROM POPULAR CULTURE. AND WORLDY 
SOME HUMAN EXCREMENT. ESSENSE. 











THIS TIME IN THE 
PRESENCE OF THE 
LAST SURVIVING 
CREATOR OF 
TRUE-MAN. 


BUT ONLY 
FORA 
MOMENT 
BEFORE ‘ = 
CREATOR AND CREATURE 
DISAPPEAR INTO THE 


ITs 
SNATCHED 
NIGHT. 





Away. 
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For Jack 
and all he inspired 


JEEZ, SHELDON -- WHAT AND AS FOR WEIZD, 
KINDA’ WEI20-0H [9 THIS | | BELIEVE ME, GRO"-- 
GUY, LIVIN' INA CANE OUT | | YOU AIN'T SEEN ! 
HERE IN THE DESERT NUTHIN’ YET! <A BROUGHT A 
AND ENERN THING 7 Per -- 
e CLA 


wiLLiams! 


pL sie ‘| fs 

THE KIND THAT TRADES YEP. CLEANED OUT THE N; 

IN PEYOTE BUTTONS, COLLECTIONS OF EVEZYONE 

S, CLAY! THE MEX'S CALL] | IN THE DOEM! FIGGERED 
HIM A BRUJO! THEY WOULDN'T MIND, 








COLES 009 TEE CROLL, 
COBO? ORK 
JANUARY 6, (961 









EL GUANO 
\S ALWAYS 
HERE. 












90 YOU 
BRING ME MY 





You BET! HERE'S ; i | TRUE-MAN/ WE GOT 
A WHOLE STACK-- THE LATEST ISSUE 
JUST FOR You! i RIGHT HERE! SEE? BD cae 
fe) 
ABOUT THE 
JUDGE JURY, } PEYOTE? 
M\ONIGHT MINE, 4 : 
; MOON Ee 
MISTRESS. <A 
SS 


BACK THERE-- LOOKS LIKE THE HERE YA'GO, 
OLD TIMER! 


IN THE SACK / : REAL DEAL, 
. SHELDON! BUT YOU BETTER 
BE CAREFULL-- 


Not yet! 


4 CHECK : THEY SAY ComICcS 
a THE SWAG, “y LLY ROT You! 
5. CLAY! WAVE : ae is 


THE GUYS BAC AFTER A FEW WE WON'T KNOW THAT Wf THEN LET'SGET 
AT SCHOOL WILL OF THESE, For SURE UNTIL WE BACK TO THE 
NEVER BELIEVE BUTTONS THEYLL | | TEST THE QUALITY! =A CAMP SITE-- 
j BELIEVE GA ill Be THE 
ANYTHING ! a 





"THESE LITTLE \G Bey | SETTER 
PUPPIES ARE : ; STICK TO 
uaep toveer / a BEER AND 

N 4 K s WEED. 





WHEN YOU COME ON 
TO THE PEYOTE 
ONE OF US OUGHT 
To BE ABLE TO 
TPHNEETE 

EUNCTION-- 


IN CAS 
You FREAK 








YOO HOO--SHELOON? MH HE 19 GINEN 
YOU WANT 4 HIT 7 A GIFT FROM 
OF THIS REEFER? MESCALITO! 


BE EASY 
COLLEGE BOY, 
ITS ONLY Le 


EL GUANO 5 VERY HAPPY OH YES! HE 15 

WITH THE COMIC BOOK TEACHING ME HOW 

YOU BROUGHT HIM, MA THE FAVOR! TO PROJECT MY TONIGHT 15 A 
ar 5a, ae < WILL BEYOND THIS NERY SPECIAL 


: : WORLD-- OUTSIDE 4 MILESTONE IN MY 
YOU KNOW THIS TIME! APPRENTICESHIP! B 
THAT GUY WHO 

LIVES IN THE 

POOL OF 


BAT SHIT? 


\T EVEN HAS 
ABED INIT! J / YEAH- 
REALLY, UH, 


COMFORTABLE 








YAA\WWNN 





SHELDON --You'LL NEVER THA 

GUESS WHAT HAPPENED! // SENORITA 

WHO SHOWE? 
UP LAST 


NIGHT 7 


YEAH, WELL--1 DON'T 
WANT To MARRY HER, 
MAN! YOU SHOULDA 
COME IN--L BET 
SHE'D OF PONE 

US BoTH! 


AT ONE POINT, L 
SWEAR-- L HAD , 
HER SPEAKIN 
(N TONGUES! 


$0 THE BUTTONS 
ARE GOOD, HUH? 


YOU LOOK LIKE 
You'ZE TALKING 





THERE HE 
WAS THIS WAS REAMIN’ 
AIG THING. HIS GIRLFRIEND 
WITH HIS SNOUT 
ANO BLEW HER 
HALFWAY ACROSS 
THE City! 














WAS A 
SUPERHERO. 
BUT LIKE -- 
COMPLETELY 














SOUNDS LIKE YouR HOW ABOUT WE JUST 
MING GOT FELCHED BY 


you EL GUANO'S PEYOTE OO IS COME 
ee ia es Ae BUTTONS ANO SELL ue WITH 
LONE STAR ‘EM ON CAMPUS? A 
comics! 











WE ALLREADY GOT A 
SHITLOAD OF MATERIAL, 
S.CLAY. JUST NO BREAD TO 
PAY THE PRINT BILL. 











WoLlcoze SS 
[| «eee SSS 3 SEE QW TTT) 
[|| mitten pad |__—] | | SSS 
res: \ 
|——| = }— J 

















Pesca | 


BUT = 
oe ee 
aq ONLY swaes FoR =r 
“\ “one KIND of =a 
= COMIC BOOK. 
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==? WISELY’S 
MARKET 


; 
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al LET'S CASE 
es OUT SOME OF 
THESE BORDER 


= TOWNS. iS 


SEE IF 
(\ SS WE CAN'T SCARE 
y UP ALITTLE 
TRUE-MAN. 











= AA AY (Ce ea2eacl 








(4) we Howpy! rie IZ [ \d 4 
‘\ Ae As ecp beer? () ={ COOLER’S |i] Ze 








| ; IN THE Y 




























































































WE'RE g 
TALKIN’ EVERY ISSUE 
. GOING BACK YEARS! J 











( EL GUANO’S LOAO UP WHILE 
GONNA’ DANCE A SHIT THE CLERK’S 
FIT WHEN HE SEES DISTRACTED. YOU BOYS 
THIS STASH! y Wy FINDING 
y \ EVERYTHING 
YOU NEED? 




















NUTHIN’ GOES 
OOWN SWEETER 
THAN A COLO BREW 
ON A HOT DAy! 


Y couton't 


HELP BUT 
NOTICE YOU 
CHECKING OUT 
OUR SPINNER 
RACK BACK 


NO MAN. 

WE WERE | 
UHHH LOOKING 
\ FoR PLAYBOY. 


WHOA! You 
GOT CHANGE 
COMING! { 








MESCALITO GOT YOU 
TALKIN’ IN PIG LATIN 



























































| Olsies AGAIN, SHELDON? «gb ao 
| Se THANK HIM FoR 
I BANKROLLING 
i il ¢ LONE STAR 
WE ik COMICS! 
ETI I \ =e 
= 
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MAYBE THEY'LL 
*SNFT* ENJOY THE 
STORIES! 
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YOU 
ALWAYS LOVED 
THEM, WESLEY. 
RIGHT FROM THE 
BEGINNING. 


SHIT YOUR 
PANTS? 


NOT 
MANY KIOS MY 
AGE *KOF* SEEM 
TO LIKE COMICS 
ANYMORE. 


IF MY 
ALLERGIES 
WEREN'T SO BAD, I 
COULO HAVE CAUGHT 


. THOSE SKUNKS, POP. 


YOU USED TO HAVE 
AWFUL TANTRUMS. 


LEE SS 


ALRIGHT, 
SON. NO REAL 
HARM DONE. | 





COMICS 
WERE THE 
ONLY THING 
THAT WOULD 
QUIET You 


TO: DIRECTOR 
1, Played tag with KGB all the way from Frankfurt. Crossed Swiss Austrian 


FROM: ZURICH border 4/13/58. Lost them in streets of Zurich. 

AGENT: DULLES . - ‘ 
PROJECT: TRUMAN 2. Made contact with asset Bankroft. Former patient of Jung’s; was crucial 
ACTION: JUNG letterbox during war years. 


Sy ae 









3. Eisenhower relied on Jung’s psycho-profile of German high command. 
Seeks similar insight into Truman Project. Authorized Crypto Level briefing. 






‘CLASSIFICATION REVIEW 


eoxoucts> on_1.6 APR #58 


4, Asset Bankroft acted in familiar role of go-between; set up meeting on 
short notice. Provided for all my needs during action. 





5. Field decision to remove KGB from equation. Regards to cousins at MI6 


: fee | for tricked out Jag. Oil slick proved nasty surprise. 
Copy New 6. Advise all European ops of new potential for KGB blowback. 





Yaw 





7. Jung’s hobby is sculpting in stone. His lakeside tower covered with runes. 


8. Met Phillip Wylie on his way out. Odd coincidence as Wiley is author of “The 


Gladiator”, early fantasy novel concerning a super powered being. 


9. He joked “Whatever you do, don’t get him talking about alchemy.” 


S7/ Wis 

SA Bai 

hey YHA) S 
{ 


10. Found Jung at work on a piece he refered to it as a “humunculus”. Said he was 
still seeking its proper name. 


11. Microexpression observation indicated he was genuinely delighted to see asset 
Bankroft again. 


12. Showed no outward signs of advanced age debility or senility. 





13. I shared everything the President had authorized. The otherworldy origins 
of the creature, the massacres in California and New Mexico. It’s 1954 appear- 
nace in Slumburg. How we used it to destroy Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 


14. I told him our people were seriously investigating occult connections and 
possible time travel. To his credit he didn’t laugh in my face. 











15. I showed him the portfolio and he immediately recognized the costume the 
creature had manifested at Los Alamos. Apparently Phillip Wiley has been sup- 


ES; 
EEORADING: Taptbts Reohas plying Jung with American comic books since before the war. 
* DOES NOT APPLY 
16. Jung offered that True-Man was his personal favorite but lamented how the 


quallity of the stories had fallen off in later years. 


ASS 7 
$ <eSn Le 

Sey, 
SSS 


SS 
es 


SSSI 

SS &, 
BsScSSR © is 
‘Seren SOs 


17. Jung seemed struck more by our photos of the creature’s malformed feet than any- 








thing else. 
18. He agreed to provide an analysis of the whole phenomena in the morning. “I like to 


sleep on things,” he said. 
Wey Ge CS) oo “SE ~y 


1 nce KES 
ee More 3 





19. Asset Bankroft and I retired to work on our interpersonal communications skills. 
U Her fluency in French and Greek remains extraordinary. 
EXCLUDED FROM GDS 






20. I’m not certain the old man slept or not. All I remember is the sound of steel on 
stone echoing around the courtyard late i the night. 





‘ria 


| Lay : 
oe) eee £4 


iS) 
fe AMS Kd y Ji.) 


< 21. As I drifted in and out of troubled sleep, the metallic staccato became a great 
kev IG1 ET rattling chain, stretching back into darkest antiquity. 


oad C5) 22. Cave men, kings, priests and prophets, were all trapped in its cold embrace. 





83. The chain stretched through to the modern age, a serpentine web ensnaring 


GL ASSiFeH individuals across the arc of time. I was was at the very end of the whole clanking 


monstrosity. 


24. It had me by the throat. 





ONAe AAAL 25. Both Jung and I were up with the dawn. He suggested we resume our 
i discussions about the creature out on the lake, one on one. 


age ae, 


Bey wh: 
J fag %, 





26. I couldn’t shake the cold sense of dread that had accompanied my nightmare. 
I considered sharing it with him. 


27. After Freud he is the world’s preminate analytical psychiatrist. Some say he 
surpassed the master in his modeling of the human psyche. 
































28. Freud saw our subconscious minds as sewers where repressed instincts festered. 






29. Jung claims the unconscious psyche goes much deeper, containing a collective 
spirit that all humanity shares in. 


30. Being more a connossieur of the carnal instincts than a mystic, I guess I’m in 
Freud’s camp. 




































































31. I decided to keep my dream to myself. 





38. He lauched into his theory of archetypes. He described them as inherited 
potentials in the collective unconscious of the human race. 





33. He gave examples: The Trickster. The Shadow. The Hero, Said there are 
many others, still not understood, waiting to be named. 


34. Said these archetypes governed human behavior. But can only be known 
through unconscious psychic processes: art, myth, religion, dreams. 


35: In recent years, he has come to believe archetypes transcend the human 
mind and are somehow enfolded in the fabric of nature itself. 


36. Said it would be correct to refer to these ideas as living things that must 
evolve, growing like higher dimensional plants through our own evolutionary 
potential. 


37. Jung believes our creature is one of these unnamed archetypes, physically 
manifesting in our space /time continuum. 


38. He predicted its arrival would be accompanied by strange meaningfull 
coincidences; a phenomenon he called “synchronicity”. 


39: “When an inner experience, like a dream, collides with outer events, 
you know the archetype has you by the throat,” he said. 


Ni sc BRIEFI NG 40. Jung recommended searching out references to the creature in historical 
literature, beginning with Plato, alchemy and Nietzsche. 








41. He also suggested we monitor dreams of Project Truman personnel for 
synchronistic effects. 








42: Reminded him of the extraordinary need for secrecy. That if CLA’s enemies 
suspected he knew of Project Truman, we could not guarantee his safety. 


L/ tf your 
1§ WHAT I THINK IT i \ 
16, THERE WILL AM PERHAPS 
SOON BE NO NEED AUN \\\ THERE WILL BE 
FOR SECRETS OR a (> wa NO NEED For 
INTELLIGENCE HUMANITY 
AGENCIES. Y We ITSELF. 


43. Asset Bankroft and I left him to his hammer and chisels, taking the long Alpine 
route through to Rome for more undercover work. 







44, Had time to reflect on Jung’s analysis of creature. Worth noting how it 
dovetails with Uppenheimer’s final suggestion we are dealing with an invader of 
interdimensional origin. 


Zz 


ZZ 
LLLZ_ 
ZA, 


one 22 oy 





HANDLE VIA. COMINT CHANNELS 45. Isuspect the answers we seek will not come from studying antiquity, but 
from modern science. 


4 


Bt oc 


~ 
It 


Li 


TNS 


i 


| are 





46. For all his fancy psychoanalytical language, Jung would have us believe our 
~SLASSIFIED MESSAGE creature to be the equivelent of a Biblical demon from Hell. 











47. And to control it all we need to know is its true name. 





rony 48. Recommendation: Truman Project should seek out further 
‘OM T3xy 7 analysis and guidance from scientific and intellectual leaders. 


Dulles 


SLUMBURG, 


WITH THE 


PENNSYLVANIA 
AUGUST STH. 1963 SIN STRANGLEHOLD 
SS ON DISTRIBUTION 
\ IT GAVE US, 


COSMO COMICS 





























er, 
SID, TWAT, N\ OWNS FUNNYBOOK 
YOUR “COMICS ee em N PUBLISHING IN THIS 
COMMANDMENTS” — Jf xe COUNTRY. 
SCHEME was Ns 
eins NINN BUT WE 
oS Ir’ ‘ sore ee 
S T T 
4 $ Wye SALES HAVE 
= TRUE! cm BEEN DROPPING 
—T 5% 
: EVER SINCE. 
= \ Ye Y r 
i y, 
7 7 pave 
e 
é COSMO PARKING CO. ps 
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1 
NEVI 
Se08 EO 
TRUST! 1 LET HIM 
HOOVER. TALK ME INTO 
BELIEVIN’ HE WAS 

















THE 
K10S DON’T 
WANT COMIC 
BOOKS ANYMORE. 





























IT 
OOESN’T HELP THAT 
WE HAVE THE ATTORNEY 
GENERAL INVESTIGATING 
US FOR MONOPOLY 
BUSINESS PRACTICES. 


BOTTOM LINE 
IS WE‘RE INA 
TAILSPIN, S/D. TO 


U'VE GOT TO SELL 
PUBLISHING. 


THAT'S 
HOOVER TOO. 
RATHER THAN 
GIVING ME A SEAT 
AT THE TABLE, HE'S 
TRYING TO 
SQUEEZE ME. 


PUBLISHING 
REMAINS 
SACROSANCT. 


PUBLISHING 
CONTROLS THE 
TRADE MARKS. 





SIR, THIS MIGHT BE A / 
Pee GOOD TIME TO REVIEW THE we eerie tye 
Im LATEST SALES FIGURES. FEDS OFF OUR BACKS. 


IF THEY OPEN UP THE 


SHADDUP, 
SITWELL. CAN'T ee 
ya’ see THE = TN 
oe GROWN-UPS AE [OJ 
TALKING HERE? Lo 


FOR GOD'S 

SAKE, WHAT 
010 You DO TO VR 
GET IN A FEUO 


WITH J. EDGER yet Wigs 
HOOVER: wv —S 


LWAS THE 
WITNESS TO THE 
SIMPLTOWN MASSACRE IN SAVED We WHEN MY 
1918. | WAS WORKING AS A STUNT PARACHUTE FOULED. BUT 1 
MAN, JUMPING OUT OF AN TOOK A HELL OF A HIT WHEN 
AIRPLANE WHEN I SAW THE 1 LANDED, THOUSANDS DIED. 
CREATURE THAT CAUSED IT. THE GOVERNMENT HUSHED 


IT ALL UP. 


IT 
WAS A VERY THEY'VE BEEN 
DESPERATE TO FIND 
qenty Pon ANDO CONTROL THE 
MAN WHO FLEW AND CREATURE EVER 
SHOT BURNING RAYS SINCE. 
OUT OF ITS EYES. 


IT 
TALKED LIKE 
A CHILO. 
CALLEO ITSELF 
“WESsy”. 


HOOVER WAS NEVER 
NEXT TIME ACCEPTED THE NOTION 
1 SAW THE THING WAS WHEN THAT SOMEDAY HE IS 
SPIEGEL ANO SCHUMACHER WALKED GOING TO HAVE TO DEAL 
INTO MY OFFICE WITH THEIR PROPOSAL WITH ME. 
FOR TRUE-MAN COMICS. = 


THEY 
WERE JUST A 
COUPLA’ 
RUBES BUT 
THEY'O CAUGHT 
THE LIGHTNING 
IN THI 


THE 
WHOLE THING 
SOUNDS NUTS. 


I'LL OO WHAT I CAN, 
S(O. BUT I'M NOT 
GOING TO JAIL FOR YOU. 





SiR, 

IF I COULD 
JUST BEG A 
MOMENT OF YOUR 
TIME TO REVIEW 


$12, 1 JUST WANT TO 
SHARE THE GOOD NEWS 
THAT WE’‘RE ACTUALLY SEEING 
A SIGNIFICANT UPTICK IN 
RECENT ACTIVITY. 


CERTAIN 
TITLES ARE 
CHARTING (6% THE HOT 


6 RLY 
“a ee heayin ICE: THe EARL 


OF 
COURSE, 
SITWELL. I'VE 
JUST LOST MY 
MOVIE STUDIO, 
THE FEOS ARE 
INVESTIGATING 
ME. 


ITI 
STATISTICS PROVING 
THE FUCKING MARKET 
16 IN FREE FALL. 





HIS 
NAME 16 


ABOUT HIM EXCEPT 
ec MAILS His HE'S 
CRIPTS IN FROM y —sOOONE AN 


INCREDIBLE JOB 
DEVELOPING THE 
RELATIONSHIP 
BETWEEN YOUNG 
TRUE-MAN ANO 
POP WINSTON. 


WISELY 
MAKES POP THE 
WELLSPRING FOR 

ALL THOSE IDEALS 

ey) Sule ae ae 
Q | TAND FOR 

Wingely\ WHEN HE BECOMES 


AN AOULT. 


TO 
EARLY FANS LIKE 
MYSELF, WISELY’S 
WORK HAS BEEN A 
REVELATION, SIR. I 


BY TRUE-MAN SINCE 
JERRY SPIEGAL'S 
CLASSIC RUN! 





MAKE 
SURE IT'S GOT 


IM 
ONNA’ OPEN UP 
DISTRIBUTION 
EAL. LET HIM HAVE 
ANOTHER HANOFULL OF 
TITLES. 


\T DEMON 
S. 
4 


IM TO 
MANUEVER. 


oan a 


UNTIL I FINO 


MINIONS TO PAY ME 
SOME REAL 
ATTENTION. 


y 


ie, 


ceUEN 


(\ = 
Jerares 


= 


Dn 





BEVO! 
WIR $1! 


EVOR 
E MIT OEM 
EST DES REGIMENTS 
TEILEN. | 
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MORTGAGE WAS 
Lu OUE LAST WEEK. 
AND 7) Ss 
° 
SG LASS. 
N 
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4 TH 
BANK C, 
YESTERDA' 
OVERORAW 6 
CHECKING va > 
ms as 
Tad 
( 
V Si 
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E 
ALLEO 
Y. WERE 
NON THE 
AGAIN. 
— aN ea, 
ae CAN KNOCK 
: = fe] TORY 
|_ , /| FOR STANLEY. 
lle) COUR 
i 
Dp 
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ANO DON’T 


FORGET JACK! 
YOU'RE Me aus 
ORIVING THE 
CAR AGAIN. COMICS? 
PLEASE! 

















> 


sTuPID sult FoR | Me 


AHH, JUST MORE Ds 

STANLEY OVER AT 

DEMON COMICS. ~ 
[ie 


you “4 


SHIT INTO 
GOLD, MY _ STANLEY 
FRIEND. STILL GOT YOU 
GHOSTING HUIS 
SCRIPTS? 


B YOu'R 
WASTED ON THOSE 
WEASELS, JACK. YOU GOT THE 


BEST CREATIVE IMAGINATION 
OUR ART FORM HAS EVER SEEN. 





YEAH, YEAH. 
I'M THE KING 
OF COMICS. 


IM 











KING WITHOUT A 
THRONE SINCE OUR 
STUDIO WENT BUST, 
JOE 


WE 
CAN THANK 
BALLESS WALLACE 
ANO HIS COMICS 
COMMANDMENTS 
FOR THAT! 


WHAT AM I WALLACE 
GONNA‘ DO? ONLY LET'S 
HIS UNCLE THEM DISTRIBUTE 
MILTON OWNS A FEW TITLES TO 
THE BUSINESS. AVOIO GETTIN’ HIT 
WITH ANTI-TRUST. 


TRUTH 15, 
IM LUCKY 
TO GET THE 


JUST KEEP 
YOUR ROYAL 
GAZE ON THE ROAD 
THIS TIME! YOUR 
OLO JALOPY CAN‘T 
TAKE MUCH MORE 
PUNISHMENT! 











N22 (sick wird \— 
£2 YOUR BUDDY!) _- Z 
‘G f 











y FIND MY 
an 
4 tat 
———— aa 


—_ 















































FUCKIN’ CHECK, 
STANLEY? 77 


JACK? MY 
JAN! HEH HEH! 

1 GOTCHA’ 

COVERED! 


SELL ANYMORE, JACK, 
WE HEAR EVEN 
TRUE-MAN |S \N THE 
TOILET. 
UNCLE MILTON 
1§ MOVING IN A 
NEW DIRECTION. 


OUT THEN THAT 
JUST LEAVES 
WALLACE -- ANO 
HE'S SICK IN 

THE HEAD! A 


GOTTA ADMIT IT'S 


NICE SEEING MY 
NAME ON SOMETHING 
LN INTELLIGENT FOR 
N ONCE! 


WAIT A 
MINUTE. I INVOICED 
FOR SEVEN STORIES IN 
JULY. THIS 1S ONLY 
HALF! 


qi 
if WS 
WE‘VE BEEN x 
HAVING CASHFLOW SS 
PROBLEMS SINCE IN 


WALLACE CUT US 
TITLES! 


FACT, I BEEN 
REALLY MEANING 
TO CALL YOU. 


Ly 


COMICS 
ARE OVER, 


THIS \5 
THE 
FUTURE! 


MY 
BROTHER 
LARRY‘: 
GHOSTING THIS 
STUFF FOR 
ME. 


1 
KNOW HE'O 
LOVE TO PICK 

YOUR BRAIN FOR 
WAR STORIES. 





KRAUTS ARE 
POURING INTO ; 
, 


THE SECTOR, SiR! 
e 
" 


ET THE HELL 
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Se 
Ce wet GOT TO 
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=9 
9 
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J ZA 
Zz | gs i 6s 
T= We 
ES EEG) 

BSG aw > Jie eee 
SAW Sond! 
sane il NI e 
ELWYNN KILL EVERY 
FANCYPANTS 
FASCIST THAT 
GETS IN MY 

way! 
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WHERE’O YOU ' WHAT THE 
HELL'S THE 
LICENSE? SEARS 4) MATTER WITH 


_ANO ROEBUCK? AoA YA", MACK? N 


o : ; RAN THREE 
HEY We STOPLIGHTS 
—f FELLERS! LIKE THEY 
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ALITTLE HISTORY 


I told ya’ V’'d be back. It may be twenty years 
since the last fresh installment of the King Hell 
Heroica, but I’ve been plotting and planning it’s 
return ever since. The Heroicawas born out of 
Brat Pack, a dark superhero satire | inflicted on 
an unsuspecting populace in 1990. Sales had 
been good so my co-publishers at Zandra were 
eager for new Brat Pack material. 





My response was to launch an ambitious cy- 
cle of graphic novels based around a charac- 

ter from the Brat Pack series: True-Man, The 
Maximortal. This character was meant to be my 
take-no-prisoners imagining of an alpha level 
superhero such as Superman, Captain Marvel 
and so many others. 


Brat Pack had been a gut punch to the Superhe- 
ro Industrial Complex, but | was aiming for the 
chin with Maximortal. Everybody in the comic 
book industry had long been aware that the ap- 
peal of their superhero cash cows was based on 
a subtext of sex, violence and perversion. My 
core goal was (and still is) to explore that rich 
manure as | build to some sort of coherent con- 
clusion concerning the myth of the superhero as 
a cultural symbol. 





I was lucky enough to be fully active during an 
exceptional time to be doing comics. The in- 
dustry, in a decades long state of decline, un- 
expectedly rebooted itself beginning in 1980. 
Thousands of dedicated comic book retail out- 
lets were springing up all around the country, 
serviced by a dozen or more small distributors. 
The next decade became a once-in-a-generation 
opportunity for creative types to self-publish 





or co-publish with any one of the many small 
independent imprints springing up to supply 
this new Direct Sales Market. The creative ex- 
plosion in the comics art form of the 1980's was 
not unlike what happened in popular music in 
the 1960’s. Comics unlike anything ever seen 
or imagined were suddenly available. Everybody 
was upping the ante. Our current superhero 
saturated culture is a direct result of the art that 
bloomed in comics in the 1g80’s. 


Originally powered by idealistic reformers, by 
1993 the business of comics became captive to a 
new group that was quite ready to run the whole 
industry into the ditch for their short-term prof- 
its. The deteriorating business landscape made 
it difficult to get Maximortal back on track after 
the first graphic novel was completed. Two is- 
sues of what will be the fifth graphic novel were 
also released. 


| entered into discussions with various publish- 
ers over the decades; exploring the possibility 
of doing new material under their imprints. 
But in the long run it seemed important to the 
subterranean nature of the material itself that I 
hold pat until I could self-publish once again. 
The Maximortal story must be free to explore all 
those nooks and crannies of the superhero myth 
that still give publishers the willies. 


ENTERING CREATESPACE 


The good news is I’ve been able to set up a new 
self-publishing channel using the CreateSpace 
print-on-demand system. I’ve released three 
books through my Sw Comics imprint already, 
Super Ce atchy, Rare Bit Fiends #22 and The Spot- 
ted Stone. 


The quality of the printing has been really good, 
the bindings strong and in the case of black 
and white books the pricing quite reasonable. 
The fact I don’t have to keep an inventory or 
do fulfillment is very cool too. Folks order on 
Amazon.com, and Amazon prints and ships the 
book. I get monthly royalties. 


The books are not solicited through Diamond. 

A few enlightened retailers, like ‘loaung World 
Comics in Portland, Escape Pod Comics on Long 
island and “copia in Austria, order direct from 
me. | encourage other retailers who have cus- 
tomers interested in the Azng Hell Heroica and 


my other new titles to get in touch via email. 


Like to think I’m helping build a new economic 
ecosystem for comics that empowers creators to 
take real chances and explore new avenues, the 
stranger the better. I’m sixty-six years old but 
I’m still the idealistic reformist I was back when 
I began 7he King Hell Heroica. And | still love 
making comic books. 


My plan is to use this new system to finish the 
King Hell Heroica, continue Kare Bit Hends and 


provide an open channel for any new weird stuff 


I feel like making. Don’t expect me to churn 


them out on a monthly schedule. One issue of 


each a year is probably realistic considering my 
other commercial work for Eureka Comics. 


The first six pages of this book were produced 
by pen and ink on paper with hand lettering. 
But these days I work digitally. Pages are drawn 
in Manga Studio Ex4 on a big Cinug. | process 
the page in Photoshop and do the lettering (us- 
ing the Aick Veitch font available from Com- 
craft) in lustrator. The final book is assembled 
in /nDesign. It took a long time to learn these 
programs but now I’ve pretty much got it and 
having a ball doing everything myself 
free of deadlines and editors. 





Sun Comics was my home brew comic 
book company when I was a little kid 
and it feels really right to be using it 
again. I’ve decided to release Boy Max- 
unortal from both King Hell Press and 
Sun Comics. Vm co-publishing again; 
only this time with myself! 


With the King Hell trade paperback collec- 
tion of the first Maximoral graphic novel 
out of print, readers wanting to catch up will 
need to find one of the various past printings 
on the back issue market. Copies are always 
available used on-line. I’m considering a new 
CreateSpace edition to reprint Book r, but ’'m 
not sure when I can get to it. Stay tuned for an 
announcement on facebook (which is where 
you can find me these days). 


MY BACK PAGES 


Arthas been an organic part of my life for as long 


as Icanremember. I plan to share a cornicopia of 


my unseen (and little seen) comics, drawings, il- 


lustrations and sketches here in the back of Boy 
Maximortal. Expect the unexpected, begin- 
ning with a scan of one of my old sketchbooks 
on whose cover I pasted a card handed to me by 
a blind guy on the street. It seems appropriate. 


A HEROICA READER’S GUIDE 


Last thing: Pve reproduced the original Xing 
Hell Heroica Reader's Guide on the following 
page to help readers make sense of which books 
fit where in my grand scheme. It’s a scan from 
the last Super Special. I’ve blacked out a few 
lines concerning 1997 mail order offers and 
such that I no longer have in stock. 


The book you are holding in your hands begins 
the serialization of Volume 2 of the Heroica. 


Thanks for waiting! 


Rick Veitch 

Windham Hill Vermont 
October 2017 
rarebit@sover.net 













ve The King Hell Heroica oN 
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The KING HELL HEROICA is a cycle of five novels, two of which have already seen print, or 
are about to, in various formats. The structure of the story is fairly radical and complex but ac- 
cessible from any one of the novels. My plan is, when I’m done, to have created a total fictional 
universe that asks all the right questions, challenges all the big lies, and draws its own strange 
conclusions as to the nature of the super hero phenomena as a twentieth century cultural force. 


BOOK ONE: 176 Pages, originally published as THE MAXIMORTAL, a 7 issue mini- 
series from KING HELL/TUNDRA with color by Sam Parsons. This tells the story of 
the birth of the MAXIMORTAL, his adventures as a baby, and hints at his existence be- 
yond time and space. It also begins the sad tale of Spiegel and Schumacher, two kids 
from Slumburg who come up with the concept for the first super hero and get caught 
in the deceitful web of comic book publishing in the thirties and forties. The original se- 
ties is out of print, so in November 1996 a black and white Trade Paperback Collection 
will be released from KING HELL PRESS. A signed and numbered limited edition 
hardcover is planned for sometime in 1997. The final panel of the BRATPACK/ 
MAXIMORTAL SUPER SPECIAL comic is the first panel of 
this novel, so for the maximum desired effect, either get out your old copies of the se- 
ties or pick up the new collection when it comes out. 


BOOK TWO: Projected at 160 pages. This will be serialized in the next MAXIMORTAL 
series,to be published by KING HELL PRESS in early 1997. The story will concern the 
life of the MAXIMORTAL as an adolescent and continue my fictionalization of the his- 
tory of comic book publishing through the sixties and into the Underground Comix 


movement. A Trade Paperback Collection and Limited Signed Hardcover are planned. 
The second BRATPACK/MAXIMORTAL SUPER SPECIAL, scheduled for January 
1997, will serve as a lead in to this series. 


BOOK THREE: Projected at 200+ pages. This will be serialized in the MAXIMORTAL 
black and white comic, and will provide readers with my take on the life and times of 
an adult MAXIMORTAL, a.k.a. TRUE-MAN, leading up to his defeat at the hands of 
DOCTOR BLASPHEMY, as shown briefly in BOOK ONE. It will also introduce the 
BRATPACK super heroes into the continuity. My ‘history’ of comics will dovetail with 
the beginnings of the direct sales market in the 70's and 80's. Trade Paperback and 
Signed Hardcover will follow. As with the series before it, a BRATPACK/ 
MAXIMORTAL SUPER SPECIAL #3 will lay the groundwork and act as a bridge to 
this series. 

BOOK FOUR. 176 Pages, published as BRATPACK, first as a black and white mini- 
series, then as a Trade Paperback and Signed and Limited Hardcover by KING HELL/ 
TUNDRA in 1991-93. The mini-series and the trade paperback, which went through 
three printings, are currently SOLD OUT, but-Lhave-a-few-bexes-of-the-Limited-Edition- 


SSS =r NSE PRESS ores Serre = 058592 This 
book tells the story of the MAXIMORTAL's world after his defeat and disappearance, 
and how the so-called heroes of that time use his absence to allow their venal sides free 
reign, as seen through the eyes of their kid sidekicks. I'm not sure when, but at some 
point a fourth edition of the Trade Paperback will be published from KING HELL. And 
yes, another BRATPACK/MAXIMORTAL SUPER SPECIAL (#4) will precede and lead 
into it. 

BOOK FIVE: 100 pages. This will collect all the BRATPACK MAXIMORTAL SUPER 
SPECIALS and cap the whole story with the MAXIMORTAL's final battle with EL 
GUANO at the end of time. Trade paperback and Hardcover are planned. 








MY BACK PAGES 


Sketches, Ilustrations and Comix 
1965-2017 

















Previous spread: Big Bong 
(unpublished digital art) 


This page: Demons 
(pen and ink film 
concept art) 


Following three pages: 
Dada Data 
(a sample for Warren 
Publications. Revised with 
barcode word balloons and 
published as 
Alien Comix in Heavy 
Metal, 1980. 
Revised here with clean up 
and new title) 

















9 





Ml 


mM 

















Above: Slime Mold 
(sketchbook) 


Left: Ent (classroom 
materials) 


Below: Moebius Style 
(game design) 
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Above: 1Am The Walrus (sketchbook) 
Left: Grendel (Baltimore Comic-Con Tribute) 
Next Spread: Greyshirt in Slumburg (commission) 
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Above: Ent (classroom materials) 
Right: Good Friday (pencil commission) 

























































































Above: The Shadow (pen and ink commission) 


Right: The Cosmic Cube 
(recreation of World’s Greatest Comic Magazine #8) 
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Above: Doctor Strange (commission) 
Left: Elephantmen (unpublished cover) 





Above: Mercurius (classroom materials) 
Right: Arnim Zola (pen and ink commission) 
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PINE! FING. ? PINGS Above: Happy Little Guy (sketchbook) 
, . le Left: Mother Box (tattoo design) 
——— Below: Space Man (sketchbook) 
Right: Bloodhunter (advertisment) 
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Above: Call of Cthulhu (umpublished collage) 
Left: Batman and The Joker (pen and ink commission) 








Vaquero (sketchbook) 




















Turtles and Casey Jones (commission based on a Jack Kirby panel) 
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Above: Hero! Comics #18 (1967) 
Right: Old Bill (sketchbook) 
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Swamp Thing and Arcane (pen and ink commisssion) 





Too Many Machines (T-shirt design) 


738 LT Y Th es 
DON‘T WANT y, Jl GOING TO 


TO HEAR ABOUT TELL YOU 
THE DAY 1 HAD. | ANYWAY. 


oe Cre 
BOVE FLEW IM 1 DIDN'T KNOW IT 
ANOLAIO THE THINKING? BOTTLED CITY! WAS FULL OF TINY 

WHOLE SORDID KLEPTONIANS. 


AFFAIR ON ME. j 
ve me 


HALF THE GUYS ON 


1WAs 
THANKEULLY, His 
AMING ONE, |( PpeoBasiLITY POWER 
GeerReS. |\ REVERSED THE CAMAGE. 


WHY DOES HE 


1 CAN i 
ALMOST SEE THE ON THE TEAM FANTASIZE 
ALWAYS LOOK AT ABI VO 


WAVES IN HIS 
QUANTUM BRAIN 
OSCILLATING. 


ME LIKE THAT? 


THERE! 
ONLY ONE 
WHO COUNTS. 





mM 
THINKING OF 
CHANGING MY 
COSTUME. 


LIKED YOU 
WITH THE 
CODPIECE. 


WITH 
A NAME LIKE 
RAMROD, 
WHAT AM 1 
GONNA’ DO? 


> 
by 
~ Wert you  yesterowy A 


COULD LIVE UP 
S WOMAN IN THE 
LEE TOT ALITILE ]{ etReeT THREW HER 
MORE'ORTEN: PANTIES AT ME. AS 


1 
BET IT'S 
THE SAME 
PERSON. 


7 EAR 
MIO-TWENTIES? THOSE GOOGLY 
KINO OF CUTE? ) ANIME CONTACTS? 


A STANDARDS 
= f\7° MAINTAIN. /) 


=A 





wie 


1 
oo Suen 


“\ 
SF 
<—N You \} 
SY MEAN GO FORAMORE = 
XQ ALL-AGES APPEAL LIKE 
et: DREADNAUGHT? _/ 
> QD 


DID 1 TELL you RALPH \ 
LAUREN CAME BACK 
WITH AN OFFER? <| 
a ~ 
. 
xX 
4 i 


| 
iy 


Q 
wow! 
HE'S BEEN RACKING YOU GONNA 
UP THE LICENSING 
DEALS. 





1 WAS THINKING 
MORE ALONG THE 
LINES OF YOU TAKING 
MY PLACE IN THE NEXT 
\ CROSSOVER EVENT. 


WHAT HAVE 
THEY GOT 
PLANNED THIS: |} 
TIME? 


1 HEAR 
IT'S GOING TO BE 
boc eae 


AND THE 
UNZOMBIES. 


KNOW | 
CAN‘T STAND 
THAT SMELL. 


HAVE 
1 EVER BEEN 
ABLE TO SAY NO 
TO YOU? 


O10 
DIANA TELL 
YOU WHAT THE 
KLEPTONIANS O10 
AFTER BULLDADA 
BROUGHT THEM 
BACK TO LIFE? 





YOU'RE A 
DARLING. 












THEY 
ASKED US TO 
LOWER DOWN A CAN 
OF BEER WHICH THEY 
IMMEDIATELY 

TAPPED. 















THEN ae 4 
ONE OF THOSE 
TINY LITTLE 
FUCKERS GOT 
SHIT-FACED 
DRUNK. 














PROMISED SUNZOOM AND 
SILLY PUTTY PETE 1'0 HELP 
WITH THE BITER. 







WHAT'S THE 

REST OF YOUR 
DAY LOOK 
LIKE? 

















(/~ MAYBE I'LL 
SPEND SOME 
QUALITY TIME IN F 

MY SECRET 
IDENTITY. 







(~~ ATE 
HIS WAY OUT OF 
SUPERMAKX I'M 

TOLD. 






THEY'RE 
HAVING A SALE AT 
LULULEMON. 

















Z 
SAME TIME 
TOMOREZOW? 






Pick ME UP 
SOME SOME 
re SUNSCREEN? 





MORE ALL NEW COMICS FROM 


GBUGCS VECTECIY 


SUN 


COMICS 







ee 


@) 


AVAILABLE FROM AMAZON.COM AND 
OTHER ENLIGHTENED RETAILERS! 


